
To: Planning East, EDDC 
 
From: Luppitt Parish Council 
 
Date: 15.12.17 
 
ADDITIONAL MATERIAL FOR PLANNING APPLICATION 17/1381/MFUL – HIGHER WICK 
FARM 
 
Luppitt Parish Council would like to reply with the following additional observations: 
 
1) It was generally agreed that the new plans were much more detailed and thorough and 

the standard of information provided was much improved.  However, a discrepancy was 
noted in that drawing 1715-07 states that the slurry lagoon will be clay lined with clay 1 m 
thick being extracted from within the site, whereas drawing 1715-08 states that the 
lagoon will be lined with an EA approved liner with a minimum 20-year design life.  
Luppitt Parish Council would like to know which method will be used to line the slurry 
lagoon. 

 
2) Luppitt Parish Council has read the report and revised comments submitted by the 

PEHO and Contaminated Land Officer, Janet Wallace.  The Parish Council believes that 
the vehicle movements limited to 12 loads (24 vehicle movements) per day between the 
hours of 9 am and 4 pm on weekdays is an acceptable compromise.  However, the 
Parish Council would seek assurance that proper logs of vehicle movements are kept, on 
the strict understanding that the conditions imposed are adhered to at all times. 

 
3) Luppitt Parish Council remains extremely concerned that no Structural Engineer’s report 

has been provided.  On drawing 1715-08 it states that a structural engineer is to carry 
out soil investigation tests to ascertain ground bearing capacities prior to any works 
commencing on site.  This is no more than standard procedure for any site in the UK and 
only serves to reinforce the Parish Council’s insistence that it is essential that a full 
Structural Engineer’s report should be carried out on this particular site before any 
approval can be given to this planning application.  As outlined in detail in our previous 
comments, the Parish Council is adamant that a full report is needed to demonstrate the 
structural feasibility or otherwise of this project prior to any grant of planning permission. 

 
We have already highlighted our concerns in our previous comments that building a 
slurry lagoon on a hill side and with made up ground using imported materials is a 
challenging engineering project.  Should the engineering works fail, the environmental 
consequences would be extremely serious with thousands of tons of mud and slurry 
sliding down the hill and polluting the River Love and River Otter for many years to 
come. 

 
4) The additional materials provided allow a more detailed understanding of the scale of the 

proposed project. With this in mind, the Parish Council would like to know what the 
applicant plans to do with the slurry collected in the lagoon. The planning application 
does not provide any details on this.  Is it going to be spread on land belonging to Higher 
Wick Farm or spread on outside sites?  In the latter case, this may have a significant 
impact on future vehicle movements around Luppitt, Wick and Beacon and should 
therefore form part of this planning application. 

 
5) Finally, significant construction works have already occurred on site. The Parish Council 

would like written confirmation from the applicant that the general guideline notes 
referred to in drawing 1715-08 have been followed on all such works to date. 

 



In summary, Luppitt Parish Council recommends refusal of the planning application in its 
current form.  


